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9. TIicjlw:ciys of Communication.

In the Hesopotainian basin there are scarcely any
roads properly so called. The two great arteries of the
Tigris and Euphrates still continue to be the chief
highways of communication. But the desert is crossed
in various directions by caravan tracks, and in the
extreme north there is one good road, the already-
mentioned route connecting Trebizond through Erzerum
and Bayazid with Persia. Erzerum is also connected
eastwards by a military road with Kars, and south-
eastwards through Yangali with Van. From Van an
important route runs southwards through Mosul, and
down the Tigris valley to Bagdad, and another west-
wards through Mush and Kharput to Anatolia. Of the
caravan routes across the desert, by far the most im-
portant is that which strikes the Euphrates at Bir
(Birejik), here bifurcating through Urfa northwards to
Diarbekr, south-eastwards down the Mesopotamian low-
lands to Bagdad. Another route runs from Diarbekr
along the left bank of the Tigris through Finduk to
Mosul, here crossing to the west bank, which it follows
to Bagdad. Mosul is also reached from Diarbekr by
an alternative route ma Mardin and Msibin (Nisibis).
But the most direct route between the Mediterranean
and the Persian Gulf runs from Alexandretta through
Aleppo to Kalaat-Jabar on the Euphrates, thence fol-
lowing the right bank of that river via Anah and Hit
to Kalat-Ambar. Here it crosses over and pursues a
straight course south-eastwards to Bagdad. This route
is not essentially different from the line which has been
examined and partly surveyed for the project of the
Euphrates Valley Eailway. The line is proposed to run
from Alexandretta to Bagdad, and thence south-east-
wards to Basra. At Bagdad it would form a junction